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My Lord, I received safe the Letters your Lordship so kindly forwarded to me, and beg you to
accept my Thanks.

The Official Dispatches to which you refer me, contain nothing more than what we had
seen in the Act of Parliament, viz. Offers of Pardon upon Submission; which I was sorry to
find, as it must give your Lordship Pain to be sent so far on so hopeless a Business.

Directing Pardons to be offered the Colonies, who are the very Parties injured, expresses
indeed that Opinion of our Ignorance, Baseness, & Insensibility which your uninformed and
proud Nation has long been pleased to entertain of us; but it can have no other Effect than that
of increasing our Resentment. It is impossible we should think of Submission to a Government,
that has with the most wanton Barbarity and Cruelty, burnt our defenseless Towns in the midst
of Winter, excited the Savages to massacre our Farmers, and our Slaves to murder their Masters,
and is even now bringing foreign Mercenaries to deluge our Settlements with Blood. These
atrocious Injuries have extinguished every remaining Spark of Affection for that Parent Country
we once held so dear: But were it possible for us to forget and forgive them, it is not possible
for you (I mean the British Nation) to forgive the People you have so heavily injured; you can
never confide again in those as Fellow Subjects, and permit them to enjoy equal Freedom, to
whom you know you have given such just Cause of lasting Enmity. And this must impel you,
where we again under your Government, to endeavour the breaking our Spirit by the severest
Tyranny, and obstructing by every means in your Power our growing Strength and Prosperity.

But your Lordship mentions -“the King’s paternal Solicitude for promoting the
Establishment of lasting Peace and Union with the Colonies.” If by Peace is here meant, a
Peace to be entered into between Britain and America as distinct States now at War, and his
Majesty has given your Lordship Powers to treat with us of such a Peace, I may venture to say,
though without Authority, that I think a Treaty for that purpose not yet quite impracticable,
before we enter into Foreign Alliances. But I am persuaded you have no such Powers. Your
Nation, though by punishing those American Governors who have created and fomented the
Discord, rebuilding our burnt Towns, & repairing as far as possible the Mischiefs done us, She
might yet recover a great Share of our Regard and the greatest part of our growing Commerece,
with all the Advantage of that additional Strength to be derived from a Friendship with us; I
know too well her abounding Pride and deficient Wisdom, to believe she will ever take such
Salutary Measures. Her Fondness for Conquest as a Warlike Nation, her Lust of Dominion as
an Ambitious one, and her Thirst for a gainful Monopoly as a Commercial one (none of them
legitimate Causes of War) will all join to hide from her Eyes every View of her true Interests;
and continually goad her on in these ruinous distant Expeditions, so destructive both of Lives

and Treasure, that must prove as pernicious to her in the End as the Croisades formerly were to
most of the Nations of Europe.

Benjamin Franklin, “Letter to Lord Howe!”, July 20, 1776

! Commander in chief of British land forces.
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Gentlemen, Sir, I have been charged with giving birth to sedition in America. They have spoken
their sentiments with freedom against this unhappy act, and that freedom has become their
crime. (...) The gentleman tells us, America is obstinate; America is almost in open rebellion.
I rejoice that America has resisted. Three million people so dead to all feelings of liberty, as
voluntarily to submit to be slaves, would have been fit instruments o make slaves of the rest. |
come not here armed at all points, with law cases and acts of parliament, (...) to defend the
cause of liberty. If 1 had, I would have shown that even under former arbitrary reigns,
parliaments were ashamed of taxing a people without their consent, and allowed them
representatives. (...) I would not debate a particular point of law with the gentleman. (..) But,
for the defence of liberty, upon a general principle, upon a constitutional principle, it is a ground
on wiiich I stand firm; on which I dare meet any man. The gentleman tells us of many who are
taxed, and are not represented. The India Company, merchants, stock-holders, manufacturers.
Surely many of these are represented in other capacities, as owners of land, or as freemen of
boroughs. It is a misfortune that more are not equally represented: but they are all inhabitants,
and 2s such, are they not virtually represented? They have connections with those that elect,
and t'.ey have influence over them. (...)

I mai atain, that the parliament has a right to bind, to restrain America. Our legislative power
over the colonies is sovereign and supreme. When it ceases to be sovereign and supreme, |
would advise every gentleman to sell his lands, if he can, and embark for that country. When
two countries are connected together, like England and her colonies, without being
incorporated, the one must necessarily govern; the greater must rule the less; but so rule it, as
not t¢: contradict the fundamental principles that are common to both. If the gentleman does not
understand the difference between external and internal taxes, I cannot help it; but there is a
plain distinction between taxes levied for the purpose of raising a revenue, and duties imposed
for the regulation of trade, for the accommodation of the subject; although, in the consequences,
some revenue might incidentally arise from the latter.

The gentleman asks, when were the colonies emancipated? But I desire to know, when were
they made slaves. But I dwell not upon words. (...) I will be bold to affirm, that the profits to
Great Britain from the trade of the colonies, through all its branches, is two million a year. This
is the fund that carried you triumphantly through the last war.... You owe this to America: this
is the price America pays you for her protection. And shall a miserable financier come with a
boast, that he can bring a pepper-corn into the exchequer, to the loss of millions to the nation?
I dare not say, how much higher these profits may be augmented. Omitting the immense
increase of people by natural popula:ion, and the emigration from every part of Europe, | am
convinced the whole commercial system of America may be altered to advantage. You have
prohibited where you ought to have encouraged, encouraged where you ought to have
prohivited. Improper restraints have deen laid on the continent, in favour of the islands. You
have but two nations to trade with in America. Would you have twenty! Let acts of parliament
in consequence of treaties remain, but let not an English minister become a custom-house
officer for Spain, or for any foreign power. Much is wrong; much may be amended for the
general good of the whole.

William Pitt's Speech on the Stamp Act in the House of Commons, 14 January 1766.



