
/  PreParing the
enS diPloma:
how to
become a
normalien
étudiant

/ ExcEptional living conditions

Located in the Quartier latin, the ENS 
gives its students exceptional living 
conditions. Its libraries are in open-ac-
cess, as the numerous conferences it 
hosts, on very diverse subjects, and thus 
making the ENS one of France’s core in-
tellectual centers.

Unlike the normaliens élèves, admitted 
after a competitive examination, the nor-
maliens étudiants do not have the status 
of civil servants. Thus they are neither re-
munerated nor subjected to the ten-year 
commitment (engagement décennal) 
as their fellow élèves are, but they have 
exactly the same training.

/ Quality opEnings

Students from the École normale supérieure, whether they are élèves or étudiants, 
are called upon to occupy high-level positions.

More than 80% of ENS’ students prepare a Ph.D. after they have graduated.

They have numerous academic openings: researchers, professors at the university 
or in classes préparatoires, in France or abroad; they also have non academic ca-
reer possibilities: researchers or managers in companies or start-ups, high-ranking 
civil servants, international institutions workers, members of the diplomatic corps.

www.ens.fr

The ENS is a member of Paris Sciences et Lettres Research Univer-
sity (PSL), a research university built up as a federation of high-
class research institutions, which shares common practices and 
values: the place occupied by research and essential role in 
training, and the opening to challenges and innovation. PSL 
offers privileged training possibilities for ENS students in 
the most various fields.

In Paris, at the heart of the Quartier latin
Around the ENS are gathered some prestigious teaching and 
research institutions and numerous culture and sports equip-
ments. 

école normale supérieure

45 rue d’Ulm 
75005 Paris - France

Tel. : +33 (0)1 44 32 31 08

https://www.facebook.com/Ecole.normale.superieure.ulm
https://twitter.com/ens_ulm


/ sought aftEr profilEs
 
Excellent students in a specific field

The École’s departments select students, basing them-
selves upon their skills on a specific field. They will be 
able to further study in their field of predilection while 
discovering other subjects.

Each department organizes the selection process, 
through selections of the application files and oral eva-
luations aiming at testing their skills and motivations. 
Every year the Executive board decides about the nu-
merous clauses. In 2015, 120 students will be admit-
ted (65 in Sciences and 55 in Humanities).

/ training through rEsEarch
An individual-tailored training, turned toward the international, anchored in re-
search teams and supervised by tuteurs, ie referent professors.

A very large freedom of choice: students choose the courses they want to assist to 
and build their own paths for the Diplôme de l’École normale supérieure. Each year 
they establish training programs with their tuteurs, who are their referent professors 
from the ENS community.

A wide array of courses, within the 15 of ENS.

Numerous foreign languages are taught, among them some rare languages: Arabic, 
Bambara, Chinese, Danish, English, French Sign Language, German, Modern Hebrew, 
Hindi, Icelandic, Italian, Japanese, Korean, Persian, Portuguese, Russian, Spanish, 
Swedish, Turkish, and Yiddish.

Science students imperatively have to complete an internship, on the second semes-
ter: during the first year of Master this internship should take place abroad; and 
during the second year of Master it should take place in France. It can be completed 
with one or more short-time internships during the last year of the Bachelor.

A Medicine & Science program, offering a mixed medical and scientific training of 
the highest-level.

/ intErnational opEning
The ENS welcomes many foreign students who enrich the institution with their 
different points of view. 

There are two possibilities to go abroad:

•	 Completing a research residency in one of the best world universities, thanks 
to an ERASMUS exchange program or a bilateral agreement.

•	 Being a French language assistant in a renowned university, ie teaching French 
to advanced foreign students. 

/ thE dirEctor’s word
With a strong identity, a large national 
prestige and an indisputable internatio-
nal reputation, the École normale supé-
rieure gathers about 2,500 students in 
humanities and science. 

Its contribution to scientific excellence 
and French intellectual life is consi-
derable. ENS is a French grande école 
which provides a training based on re-
search and turned towards innovation 
and creativity. While conversing with 
your tuteur and teachers, you will be 
able to build your academic path with a 
great intellectual freedom. At the end of 
your studies, you will have a wide array 
of professional opportunities: adminis-
tration and public service, companies, 
teaching and of course research. 

ENS’ course offer is quite diverse, thanks 
to its partnerships with universities and 
Parisian institutions, and more speci-
fically with our partners within PSL Re-
search University. 

You will benefit from a stimulating, mul-
tidisciplinary environment; you will be in 
contact with 1,500 researchers and 35 
laboratories of international reputation, 
whose works are at the pinnacle of glo-
bal research.

Housing at the heart of Paris, mixing to-
gether humanists and scientists, allows a 
more enriching cultural and associative 
life. The École normale supérieure is the 
place where you will be able to quench 
your thirst for knowledge and make your 
creativity bloom.

Marc Mézard

8th  
BeSt uNIverSIty

          IN the world *

1st  BeSt FreNCh uNIverSIty *

2500 StudeNtS

320 ForeIgN StudeNtS

 / thE Ens community

ENS recruits each year:

194  
NorMAlIeNS élèveS through

                 A CoMPetItIve exAMINAtIoN

30  
NorMAlIeNS through

            the INterNAtIoNAl SeleCtIoN

120 NorMAlIeNS
               étudIANtS

the 15
departments 

of eNS
•	 Biology
•	 Chemistry
•	 Cognitives Sciences
•	 Computer Science
•	 economics
•	 theoretical and Applied 

Mathematics
•	 Physics
•	 geosciences 
•	 history
•	 Art history and theory
•	 geography
•	 literature and languages
•	 Philosophy
•	 Classics
•	 Social Sciences

* Shanghai ranking (Performance of alumni)

/ thE diplômE dE l’Ens 
Admitted students are trained for three years with their fellow élèves, so that they 
receive the Diplôme de l’École. During the last year, students prepare a Master 
program at the ENS or with a partner institution.


